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ALLIANCE  -  Sandhills  Coin  Club,  3rd  Wednesday,  Occ-Ne  Bank,  423 
West  Third  Street,  7:30  PM 

FREMONT  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  Equitable  Civic  Room, 
ALCO  Plaza,  Highway  30,  7:30  PM 

GRAND  ISLAND  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 

HASTINGS  -  South  Central  Coin  Club,  4th  Monday,  Hastings  Museum 

LINCOLN  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building,  531 
Westgate  Blvd.,  7:30  PM 

NEBRASKA  CITY  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  no  regular  scheduled 
meeting 

NORTH  PLATTE  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OGALLALA  -  Ogallala  Coin  Club,  4th  Monday,  Kei‘'h  County 
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FROM  THE  DESK  OF 

THE  PRESIDENT 


Dear  N.N.A.  Members, 

Happy  Holidays.  Let  me  introduce  myself.  i  am  Don  Briggs, 
science  teacher  and  head  of  the  science  dept,  at  Medicine  Valley 
High  School  in  Curtis,  ME.  We  are  located  40  miles  south  of 
North  Platte.  The  history  lesson  in  this  letter  takes  me  back  to 
1963  in  Chadron,  ME.  when  I  was  President  of  the  Panhandle  Coin 
Club  of  Chadron.  If  my  memory  serves  me  correctly  we  had  a  great 
convention  in  Chadron  that  year.  This  isn't  the  only  great 
convention  that  have  been  held,  a  couple  that  I  remember  are  the 
ones  in  Grand  Island,  Minden,  and  Lincoln  in  the  mid  1960's.  All 
were  great  fun  and  I  enjoyed  them  a  lot. 

Since  that  time  my  wife  Shirley  and  I  have  raised  a  family  of  two 
children  all  of  which  are  now  in  college,  the  oldest  to  graduate 
in  May  1991.  All  in  all  it  has  been  a  very  busy  time  as  both  of 
us  teach  here  in  Curtis.  Consequently  I  have  not  done  much 
nufflismatically  for  a  long  time,  but  apparently  the  time  has 
arrived  to  get  back  into  coins  and  collecting  them. 

This  may  be  looking  forward  too  far  in  the  year,  but  I  am  looking 
forward  to  a  good  convention  in  North  Platte  next  May.  I'll  be 
meeting  some  of  you  for  the  first  time  and  renewing  old 
friendships  with  others. 

For  the  Numismatic  Section  of  my  letter. 

On  September  26,  1890  (a  hundred  years  ago)  a  modification  of  the 
Mint  Act  of  1873-74  was  slipped  through  Congress.  This  is  the 
act  which  still  governs  any  changes  made  in  U.S.  coin  designs. 
If  you  would  like  more  details  refer  to  COINage  Magazine,  October 
1990  on  page  68.  The  reason  I  mention  this  is  that  it  seems  that 
there  soon  may  be  a  change  in  or  on  some  of  our  coins  in  the  near 
future. 

Another  bit  of  information  is  the  no  "S"  on  the  cent  in  the  1990 
proof  sets.  I  hope  some  of  you  newsletter  reader  are  among  the 
3500  or  so  proof  set  purchasers  who  received  one  of  these  rare 
sets. 


Sincerely  yours. 


***************************************************************** 

ATTEMTIOH  N.N.A.  MEMBERS 

Article  V,  Section  1,  of  the  constitution  states  that  the 
President  shall  call  for  nominations  of  officers  to  appear  in  the 
January  issue  of  the  newsletter.  This  year  the  office  of 
President,  First  and  Second  Vice-President  positions  must  be 
filled.  Please  send  nominations  to  Sec'y/Treas.  Elmer  G.  Nelson, 
P.O.  Box  683,  Sutherland,  NE  69165.  All  nominations  should  be 
mailed  to  Elmer  by  March  1,  1991. 


GRAND  ISLAND  COIN  CLUB 


COIN  SHOW 

BUY— SELL  — TRADE 

February  2-3, 1991 

Saturday  and  Sunday:  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Riverside  Inn  Motel 
3333  Ramada  Road 

Grand  Island,  NE 

FREE  ADMISSION 


SHOW  CHAIRMAN  —  MARVIN  LUKE  —  BOX  44  —  FARWELU  NE  68838  —  30a33S^265 
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FREMONT  COIN  CLUB:  The  club  held  its  first  Young  Numismatist 
Auction  during  the  December  15th  meeting.  Members  brought  sweets 
and  goodies  to  celebrate  the  holidays. 

OMAHA  COIN  CLDBt  The  club  had  over  1000  people  attend  its  annual 
coin  show  at  the  Western  Heritage  Museum.  Robert  R.  Kutcher  won 
Best  Of  Show  honors  with  his  "Ancient  Mint  Oddities"  exhibit, 
while  Brian  Drake  took  the  YN  Best  Of  Show  award  with  his  "20th 
Century  Type  Set"  exhibit.  The  club  held  a  YN  auction  at  its 
holiday  meeting  December  21st. 

SAC/HIDNE8T  COIN  CLUB:  Held  its  annual  Christmas  Dinner  at 
Farmer  Brown's  Restaurant  in  Waterloo.  Steven  Drake  gave  a  short 
talk  on  coin  collecting  and  Two  Cent  Pieces. 

WAHOO  COIN  CLUB:  The  club  held  a  coin  show  in  November  with  Eli 
Harrah  winning  Best  Of  Show  with  his  "Coal  Company  Scrip" 
exhibit.  Brian  Drake  won  YN  Best  of  Show  with  his  "20th  Century 
Type  Set"  exhibit  while  Jim  Jasa  won  the  People's  Choice  Award 
with  his  exhibit  on  "Numismatic  Collecting." 


Feb.  2-3  Grand  Island  Coin  Club  Show,  Riverside  Inn  Motel, 
3333  Ramada  Road,  Grand  Island,  NE 

Mar.  1-3  American  Numismatic  Association  Early  Spring  Conven¬ 
tion,  INFORMART  Conference  &  Exhibition  Center, 
Dallas.  TX 


Mar.  3  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club  Show,  Howard  Johnsons,  1-80  & 

72nd  Street,  Omaha,  NE 

Mar.  10  Lincoln  Coin  Club  Show,  Airport  Holiday  Inn,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska 


Apr.  28  Fremont  Coin  Club  32nd  Annual  Show,  Holiday  Lodge, 
East  Hwy.  30,  Fremont,  NE 

MAY  18-19  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  36TH  ANNUAL  CONVEN¬ 
TION,  hosted  by  the  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  North 
Platte,  NE 


FUTURE  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  CONVENTIONS 


1992  . Fremont,  hosted  by  the  Fremont  Coin  Club 

1993  . Scottsbluff,  hosted  by  the  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club 
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(FREE) 

COIN  SHOW 

SUN.  MAR.  10, 1391 

8®®  =  ©Si 

LINCOLN,  NE 
AIRPORT 
HOLIDAY  INN 

LINCOLN  COIN  CLUB 
COIN  SHOW 


BACCHUS 


By  Robert  R.  Kutcher 

Bacchus,  the  Roman  god  of  wine  and  drunkards,  was  the  son  of 
Jupiter  and  of  Semele,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Cadmus.  He  was 
also  known  as  Liber,  and  some  said  he  had  a  fiery  birth  and  that 
he  was  brought  up  by  the  daughters  of  Atlas  and  later  had  Silenus 
for  his  preceptor.  He  became  a  celebrated  warrior  and  fought 
valiantly  for  Jupiter  against  the  Titans  and  is  said  to  have  made 
the  conquest  of  India.  It  was  on  the  return  from  this  congest 
that  he  found  Ariadne,  whom  Theseus  had  abandoned  on  the  isle  of 
Naxos,  and  by  his  warmth  made  her  forget  her  former  lover. 

Bacchus  is  seldom  found  on  Imperial  Roman  coins  other  than  those 
of  Septimius  Severus  who  had  Hercules  and  Bacchus  as  his 
"patrons".  Bacchus  is  generally  represented  on  coins  beardless, 
naked  and  crowned  with  vine  leaves.  He  holds  in  his  left  hand  a 
"Thyrsus"  (doule  headed  spear  or  lance)  and  grapes  or  a  wine  cup 
in  his  right  hand.  He  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  panther,  who 
licks  the  drops  of  wine  from  the  cup.  He  is  often  shown  with  a 
panther  skin  over  his  shoulder  or  draped  around  his  upper  body. 


A  medallion  of  Hadrian  show  on  its  reverse 

cart  that  is  drawn  by  a  panther  and  a  goat.  A  medallion  issued 
by  Antonius  Pius  has  for  its  reverse  a  group  of 
around  Bacchus,  who  has  the  panther  at  his  feet. 

Severus  struck  gold,  silver  and  bronze  coins  with  his  patrons  on 
their  reverses,  showing  both  naked  and  with  the  legend  DIS 
AVSPICIB  TR  P  II  p  P"  (the  gods-protectors) . 

The  above  article  was  printed  in  the  March  1988  issue  of  "NI 
BULLETIN"  of  Numismatics  International. 
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ATTENTION  N.N.A.  MEMBERS 

It  is  time  to  check  your  membership  cards  to  see 

current  If  you  have  any  questions  about  your  membership  status 
“ite  to  sVcrottry  /  TrLiurer  Eloer  G.  Nelson,  P.o.  Box  661, 
Sutherland,  NE  69165. 
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. .  .perplexing  questions 
were  answered  in  Alan 
Herbert's  popular 
question/answer 
columns  in  the  last  ten 
years  alone. 

When  cotiectofS  end  im^storr  need 
to  Know  specific  tKts,  thev  asK  the 

eipefU  That's  why  our  ttjBhtp 
publication,  numismatic  NEWS  is 
relied  on  natiorvwide 


When  It's  accurate  reporting  timely 
delivery,  numismatic  experience,  a 
troubie-bee  man  order  marKetpiace 
and  the  latest  hobby  news  that  you 
wartt.  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  delivers 

Oeiiveong  The  NEWS  -  It  s  Whai 
We  Do  Best' 


700  E.  Stitt  St.,  loll,  Wl  54990 


GARY  NICHOLSON 


RARE  COINS  & 
SUPPLIES 


TWIN  COLLECTABLES 
P.O.  BOX  278 
ELKHORN,  NE  68022 
402-289-4142 


ANA#R-139129 


Send  SASE 
for  Quarterly 
Mail  Bid  List 


I  Yes.  mate  me  a  member  Enclosed  is  $26  plus  a  $6 
frsn.ime  processing  fee  for  a  uxal  of  $32 

I I  do  noi  wish  to  torn  at  ibis  time,  but  please  keep  me 
informed  of  future  promotions  and  oflenngs 

3  Please  mail  me  information  about  com  oolleoing  and 
a  FREE  copy  of  THE  NUMISMATIST.  n 


NAME _ 

address 
cm _ 


.state. 


FDR  THOSE  WHO 
UNDERSTAND 


INTRINSIC  VALUE. 


You  cant  always  see  it  in  your  hand,  but  you  know  It  s 
there.  A  speaal  quality  not  visibly  apparent 
It  comes  from  an  understanding,  a  knowledge  and  an 
appreaation  of  your  collettion 
Membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  Asstxnauon 
offers  a  similar  inherent  benefit  •  one  of  tielongmg. 
Odleanis.  big  and  small,  make  up  the  ANA.  It's  your 
club  ■  to  direa.  to  guide,  lo  form.  Make  the  ANA  as 
strong  as  your  love  of  numismaucs 

Join  tnday  j-oupop  below  to 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs.  CO  80903-3279 
Antt^onNtmwnoHc  or  call  1-800-367-9723 


DIAMONDS 

David  Hogeland  rare  Coins 


Box  8 

711  Main  St. 

Phone  308  928-2202 
Alma,  NE  68920 
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THE  PEACE  IX>LIJUl 


By  Tom  Marshall 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  coins  that  our  nation  has  ever  produced 
is  the  Peace  Dollar.  Even  though  it  was  sharply  criticized  by 
the  public  when  it  was  first  put  into  circulation  in  late  1921, 
it  has  grown  into  one  of  the  more  popular  coins  among  collectors. 
Supposedly,  the  coins  were  minted  to  celebrate  the  peace  the  U.S. 
enjoyed  after  the  first  World  War,  thus  the  name  "Peace  Dollar." 
But  it  seems  while  the  design  commemorated  peace,  the  dollar 
itself  was  minted  for  an  entirely  different  reason. 

Shortly  after  the  first  World  War,  the  U.S.  and  other  countries 
which  had  been  involved  in  the  fighting  were  faced  with  the 
problem  of  nearly  totally  depleted  silver  stockpiles.  Unlike 
other  countries,  the  U.S.  had  plenty  of  silver  waiting  to  be  dug 
out  of  numerous  silver  mines.  But  due  to  lack  of  mine  production 
and  government  funds  to  buy  the  silver  during  the  war,  a  more 
immediate  supply  of  silver  would  be  needed  until  the  mines  could 
get  back  to  full  production  levels.  So,  on  April  23,  1918,  a 
bill  was  passed  that  authorized  the  melting  of  unused  silver 
dollars  which  had  been  sitting  in  Treasury  vaults.  The  bullion 
would  then  be  used  to  mint  lesser  U.S.  coinage,  and  the  remainder 
to  sell  to  other  countries.  The  government  then  promised  to  buy 
enough  silver  from  the  mines  to  replace  the  dollars  that  were 
melted. 

In  1920,  before  the  Mint  had  begun  to  replace  the  silver  dollars, 
a  man  named  Farran  Zerbe  presented  a  paper  before  the  American 
Numismatic  Association (ANA) .  This  paper  called  for  "resumption 
of  the  production  of  silver  dollars,  and  that  the  coins  to  be 
minted  should  commemorate  the  successful  conclusion  of  World  War 
One."  Zerbe  soon  gained  a  wide  range  of  support  for  his 
proposal,  and  as  a  result,  the  ANA  appointed  a  committee  to  get 
it  though  Congress.  Throughout  the  winter  of  that  year  and  the 
spring  of  the  next,  the  committee  managed  to  get  a  favorable 
approval  from  the  chairman  of  the  House  Coingage,  Weights  and 
Measures  Committee,  the  chairman  of  the  Fine  Arts  Commission,  and 
the  Mint  Director.  On  May  9,  1921  a  resulting  bill  came  through 
Congress  authorizing  a  new  silver  dollar  "of  appropriate  design 
commemorative  of  the  termination  of  war  between  the  Imperial 
German  government  and  the  government  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States."  The  bill  also  stated  that  the  design  would  have  to  be 
selected  by  the  director  of  the  Mint  and  approved  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Treasury,  It  should  be  mentioned,  that  during 
this  time,  about  one-third  of  the  dollars  that  had  been  melted 
had  been  replaced  using  the  old  dies  from  the  earlier  Morgan 
Dollar  series. 

To  choose  a  design  for  the  Peace  Dollar,  the  Commission  of  Fine 
Arts  held  a  nationwide  competition  eunong  the  leading  medallists 
of  the  time.  The  design  settled  upon  by  the  Commission  was  one 
submitted  by  a  reasonably  young  Anthony  De  Francisci.  He  had 
been  a  pupil  of  James  E,  Fraser  at  the  Art  Students  League,  and 
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later  served  as  an  assistant  to  both  H.A.  MacNeir  and  A. A. 
Weinman.  The  obverse  design  he  submitted  was  that  of  a  youthful 
looking  Liberty  Head  with  wind  blown  hair  and  a  bun  in  back.  She 
also  wears  a  spiked  headdress,  symbolizing  defense.  The  word 
"LIBERTY"  runs  along  the  top  edge  of  the  design  while  the  date 
runs  along  the  bottom  edge.  The  design  also  includes  the  motto 
"IN  GOD  WE  TRUST"  runs  Straight  across  the  lower  half  of  the 
design. 

For  the  most  part,  De  Francisci's  Liberty  Head  seems  to  have  been 
influenced  by  Saint-Gaudens'  Liberty  design  on  the  1907  ten- 
dollar  gold  piece.  But,  there  is  some  indication  that  De 
Francisci's  wife,  Teresa  Cafarelli  De  Francisci,  did  model  for 
the  design,  as  both  he  and  his  wife  claimed.  Certain  details, 
such  as  "windblown  hair,  naturalism  in  the  bun  on  the  back, 
reduction  of  the  area  around  the  small  eyes,..., all  deviate  from 
Saint-Gaudens'  portrait,  and  in  all  probability  were  supplied  by 
De  Francisci's  wife. 

De  Francisci  subimitted  two  reverse  designs,  both  bearing  an 
eagle  standing  on  a  rock  labeled  "PEACE."  The  eagle  looks  out  on 
a  sunrise  that  is  not  unlike  the  "pioneering  feature  of  both 
sides  of  Saint-Gaudens'  double  eagle."  The  enlarged  mottos 
"UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA"  and  "E  PLURIBUS  UNUM"  dominate  the  top 
portion  of  the  scene,  while  the  words  "ONE  DOLLAR"  run  in  a 
straight  line  along  the  lower  half. 

The  major  difference  between  the  two  designs  is  that  one  shows 
the  eagle  standing  on  a  sword  and  breaking  it  with  its  beak, 
while  the  other  shows  the  eagle  clutching  a  broken  sword.  In 
both  designs  the  broken  sword  symbolizes  disarmament;  but  in  the 
latter  design,  which  was  finally  chosen,  the  sword  is  changed  to 
an  olive  branch.  The  change  arose  from  criticism  that  the  broken 
sword  might  be  mistaken  for  a  symbol  of  defeat. 

The  Peace  Dollar  designs  were  approved  by  everyone  including  the 
President  late  in  the  year  1921,  and  production  began.  Only  one 
million  of  these  were  minted,  and  because  of  the  late  start,  only 
the  Philidelphia  Mint  produced  any  that  year.  As  soon  as  the 
coins  hit  the  banks,  people  started  criticizing  the  coin  for  its 
youthful-looking  Liberty  and  its  "out  of  luck"  -  looking  eagle. 
A  problem  soon  began  to  form  with  an  increasing  number  of  banks 
complaining  that  the  high-relief  of  the  coins  was  making  them 
hard  to  stack. 

Alas,  another  characteristic  of  Saint-Gaudens  that  had  influenced 
De  Francisci's  design  was  the  use  of  high-relief  on  coins.  Not 
only  was  this  causing  problems  in  banks,  but  it  also  caused  the 
die  tht  produced  the  coins  to  crack  and  wear  out  much  faster  than 
normal.  The  dies  had  to  hit  the  coins  harder  to  get  the  metal  to 
push  up  into  the  design  and  it  proved  to  be  too  much  strain  for 
them.  So,  to  rectify  the  situation,  the  Mint  lowered  the  relief 
and  lessened  the  striking  pressure  of  the  dies  in  1922.  The 
design  was  reworked  slightly  on  the  obverse  so  that  three  spikes 
were  added  to  Liberty's  crown,  characters  were  made  thinner,  and 
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the  field  flattened.  On  the  reverse,  some  of  the  sun's  rays  were 
removed . 

The  Mint  continued  to  mint  Peace  Dollars  at  an  incredable  rate 
from  1922  to  1923.  In  1922  the  Philidelphia  Mint  set  a  record 
for  silver  dollar  production.  From  this  span  of  time,  only  the 
Denver  Mint  1923  dollar  had  a  mintage  under  ten  million.  Time 
went  on  until  1925  when  it  was  calculated  that  the  greatest  bulk 
of  the  "replacement"  dollars  had  been  minted.  As  a  result, 
production  levels  of  Peace  Dollars  in  all  three  Mints  from  1926 
yo  1928  were  very  low  —  only  one  Mint  produced  over  1  or  2 
million  a  year.  Finally,  in  1928,  the  replacement  of  all  the 
silver  dollars  had  been  achieved.  Production  was  suspended 
indef inately . 

Several  years  later,  the  Depression  hit  America.  In  an  attempt 
to  somehow  help  the  farmer,  farm  produce  that  was  sold  to  Europe 
was  sold  in  exchange  for  silver.  War  debts  were  also  made 
payalble  in  silver.  Both  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1933 
and  the  Silver  Purchase  Act  of  1934  made  this  possible.  With  all 
the  silver  coming  in,  the  country  had  to  convert  it  all  into 
silver  dollars.  So,  throughtout  1934  and  1935,  all  the  Mints 
turned  out  some  fairly  low  mintages  of  Peace  Dollars  again. 

One  might  think  that  that  was  the  last  of  the  Peace  Dollar. 
Well,  yes  and  no.  In  1964  a  law  somehow  passed  through  Congress 
permitting  large  amounts  of  silver  dollars  to  be  minted.  This 
happened  to  alarm  the  Mint  because  they  were  seriously  concerned 
about  not  having  enough  silver  to  produce  regular  coins  (quarters 
halves,  etc.).  Nevertheless,  quite  a  large  number  of  1964  Peace 
Dollars  were  minted  before  the  President,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson, 
scrapped  the  idea.  The  entire  lot  never  got  beyond  the  Mint 
walls.  Every  single  coin  was  melted  back  down.  However,  there 
exists  rumors,  still  heard  today,  that  some  of  the  1964-D  dollars 
escaped  and  are  now  being  held  in  secret  by  a  few  private 
collectors. 

The  Peace  Dollars  are  now  no  longer  minted.  Others  have  been 
minted  since  that  are  not  quite  so  beautiful,  but  the  Peace 
Dollar  will  remain  a  favorite  that  can  still  be  obtained  for  a 
comparitively  cheap  price.  It  is  sad  to  think  that  such  a 
beutiful  coin  was  minted  for  such  a  short  time  to  commemorate  a 
peace  that  was  supposed  to  last  forever. 

The  above  article  was  written  as  a  term  paper  for  Steve 
Rothenberger's  "Intro  to  Numismatics"  class  at  Midlands  College 
in  Fremont. 

***************************************************************** 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

COINS  Magazine  was  first  issued  January  1,  1962. 

Lincoln  Memorial  Cents  were  first  produced  on  January  2,  1959. 
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TEE  HEHMIMa  MINT 


By  Michael  Wescott 

The  "Henning  Mint"  was  located  on  Williamstown  Road  in  Erial,  New 
Jersey,  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Camden.  Inside,  the  "mint" 
was  equipped  with  a  press  that  could  exert  250,000  pounds  of 
pressure  onto  the  thousands  of  blank  planchets  lying  about  the 
place.  There  were  several  different  plancet  sizes  —  for  dimes, 
quarters,  half  dollars  and,  most  of  all,  nickels. 

No,  this  wasn't  a  government  mint  or  even  an  "official"  mint.  It 
wasn't  even  a  legal  mint,  for  this  was  where  one  Francis  Leroy 
Henning  produced  a  half  million  bogus  five-cent  pieces. 

On  December  22,  1954,  Secret  Service  agent  Morris  Abel  made  a 
routine  check  on  Henning.  These  checks  came  periodically  after 
Henning  had  been  arrested  in  1936  for  counterfeiting  five-dollar 
notes  in  Boston.  In  his  report,  Abel  wrote  that  Henning  was 
"working  on  a  boiler  device."  One  week  later,  Walter  Williams  of 
Merchantville,  New  Jersey,  sent  three  nickels  to  Rae  V.  Biester, 
Superintendent  of  the  Mint.  The  coins  were  dated  1944,  1946,  and 
1947.  Williams  pointed  out  that  the  coins  lacked  detail,  had 
poor  color,  and  exhibited  poor  workmanship.  He  also  noted  that 
the  1944-dated  coin  lacked  the  large  mintmark  that  is  usually 
found  on  the  reverse  of  all  silver  "wartime"  nickels  from  1942  to 
1945. 

The  coins  were  sent  to  Director  William  H.  Brett  in  Washington 
for  analysis.  Brett  reported  that  the  coins  were  overweight  and 
oversize.  Also,  the  R  in  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  had  a  defect.  It  was 
thought  that  the  same  reverse  was  used  on  all  three  coins,  while 
three  different  obverses  were  used.  That  would  explain  the 
recurring  defect  on  the  reverse  of  all  three  dates,  as  well  as 
the  absence  of  the  mintmark  on  the  1944-dated  coin. 

Had  Henning  done  proper  nximismatic  research,  he  would  have  known 
that  the  1944  nickel  was  different  from  the  others.  This  error 
led  to  Henning's  fall,  as  the  lack  of  a  mintmark  is  what  alerted 
Mr.  Williams  in  the  first  place  that  something  was  wrong. 

Soon  more  1944  no-mintmark  were  coming  in,  and  a  metal  analysis 
was  executed.  The  composition  of  the  coins  was  determined  to  be 
79.10%  copper,  20.24%  nickel,  and  0.35%  iron.  Lewis  Tidball,  the 
Coining  Division  Superintendent  of  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  told 
the  Secret  Service  that  the  counterfeits  were  of  extremely  high 
quality  and  would  have  been  accepted  as  genuine  by  himself  it  he 
didn't  know  better! 

After  1939  and  1953-dated  counterfeits  appeared,  two  Secret 
Service  agents  attended  a  Camden  Coin  Club  meeting  and  discovered 
that  there  were  1944  no-mintmark  nickels  in  abundance.  One  of 
the  club  members  at  the  meeting  reported  the  story  to  a 
newspaper,  which  ran  an  article  on  the  "flood"  of  counterfeit 
nickels  crashing  down  upon  New  Jersey.  This  prompted  Henning  to 
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leave  town  after  first  destroying  his  press. 

We  now  move  to  Berlin,  New  Jersey,  where  a  certain  vending 
machine  was  spitting  out  black  nickel  planchets  in  change 
whenever  anybody  purchased  a  Pepsi.  The  machine  was  traced  by 
the  authorities  to  a  building  sporting  a  sign  that  read:  "CHILDS 
PLASTICS  MOULDED  PRODUCTS  COMPANY." 

Alias:  the  "Henning  Mint." 

When  the  Secret  Service  entered  the  building,  they  were  greeted 
with  thousands  of  unused  nickel  blanks  all  over  the  floor  and  in 
every  kind  of  container  imaginable:  milk  cartons,  glass  jars, 
even  barrels. 

Henning  was  finally  found  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  on  October  27,  1955. 
He  received  a  jail  sentence  of  three  years  plus  a  $5,000  fine. 
An  additional  three  years  was  tacked  onto  his  sentence  when  it 
was  discovered  that  Henning  was  already  setting  up  another 
counterfeiting  scheme  for  five-dollar  bills! 

Henning  explained  his  process  to  the  government.  He  would  use  a 
real  nickel  as  a  master  engraving  to  produce  a  three  dimensional 
negative  image  on  his  steel  die.  Theoretically,  this  would  allow 
only  those  imperfections  on  the  original  nickel  to  be  found  on 
the  counterfeits.  It  took  only  four  hours  for  him  to  produce 
such  a  die. 

What  was  his  motive?  Some  have  suggested  that  Henning  was  simply 
trying  to  "get  even"  with  the  government  for  his  previous  arrest 
for  counterfeiting.  It  certainly  wasn't  a  "get  rich  quick" 
scheme  since  it  cost  Henning  three  cents  to  produce  each  nickel, 
and  these  were  too  hard  to  pass  in  sufficient  quantity  for  a 
large  profit. 

Before  his  retreat  to  Cleveland,  the  closest  Henning  ceune  to 
getting  caught  was  when  he  attempted  taking  $75  worth  of  his 
counterfeits  to  the  bank.  Understandably,  the  clerk  thought  it 
somewhat  suspicious  that  all  of  these  coins  were  dated  1944. 
Presumably,  this  is  when  Henning  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  begin  producing  other  dates  as  well. 

Approximately  100,000  of  Henning's  nickels  reached  circulation. 
200,000  others  were  dumped  into  Copper  Creek  in  New  Jersey  by 
Henning,  of  which  only  14,000  have  been  recovered.  Another 
200,000  were  disposed  of  in  the  Schuykill  River. 

What  did  Henning  have  to  say  of  himself  after  all  of  this?  "My 
nickels  were  the  best  so  I  passed  them." 


The  above  article  was  printed  in  the  NICKEL  NEWS,  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Nickel  Collectors'  Association,  Volume  III,  Number  2 
Fall  1989  -  Winter  1989/90. 
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Membership  Application  Form 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


(Please  Print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State  _ Zip  Code  _ 

Date  of  Birth _ 

(If  under  18  years) 


Q  Regular  membership  is  $2.00  per  year 
or  $5.00  for  five  years 
Life  membership  is  $35.00  after  three 
^  years  of  regular  membership 

* 

SEND  TO;  Elmer  G.  Nelson 

Secretary/Treasurer  N.N.A. 
P.O.  Box  683 
Sutherland,  NE  69I65 
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